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News Leaks 

Uo havp born trcntorf lalely to two 
parlioulnt ly t'ro'is spcflacics of ;?nvern‘ 
mental hytuxTlsy. 

f)nc Is the rtilsinn from the dear! of 
the House Kthics t’omrnitteo, not to 
pursue its hoary mandate to keep con* 
CressinnnI corrupt ion down to tolrra* 
hlr levels, hut to hfuind newsman Dan- 
iel Schorr for funitinu out to the pub. 
lie a commiliee report on inlellittence 
fiascos. 

'Khe (»thcr has been the wailinu of 
Secretary of State ilenry Kissim^or 
that press leaks were makim: forei::n 
diplomats reluctant to deal with the 
United Slates. The leaks tfiat he felt 
impaired the national security hap* 
period to be dcroualnry toward Kis- 
si niter. 

At the .same time, It wa.s rev<*aled 
that hrs most trusted aide had Icaketl 
e.vtensive quotes from elasslfied memo- 
randa of eon versa I ions between Kis- 
singer and Middle Kastern leaders, 
who thou;:ht they wore ne«oliatini: in 
confidence. These leaked quotes made 
Hie SecT*etary appear a genius nmoru: 
pedestrian diplomats. 

There are two simple rules of gov- 
ernment, apparently, concerning the 
miblicks right to know; r,i classify and 
suppie.ss s(msitivc inf(»rmatinn If Its 
unfavnrnhlc to «u funaldom. 21 dcclas 
sify and leak sensitive Information if 
it’s fa\cuahle to offlcialduni. 

Consider the wSehorr ease C’HS news- 
man Schorr glommed onto the text rd 
a report that (hr House Intelligence 
(‘ommilfce iplendcd to rclea>c. As a 
movement to .supiuess it began build* 


~7i- pi/iX 

and Hypocrij 

ing Up in the House, Schorr rushed nut 
the following highlights: 

The CIA had flopped badly in not 
anticipating cither the 1973 Yorn Kip- 
pur war or the Tcl offensive; in 
telligenee information had sometimes 
been manipulated for the political pur* 
po.5csof the White House; Henry Kis- 
singer had done his h(*st to stonewall 
the House probe. The inescapable con- 
clusion was that congressional supervi- 
sion over Intelligence agencies, en- 
trusted to the mosi pre.stiglous figures 
In Congress, had been an abject, negli- 
gent and ine.scusable failure. 

The report thus did not deal in real, 
live spy secrets hut with old, rusted 
conspiracies. Oh. foreign feathers 
might be ruffled by the disclosure, and 
nur adver.sarics in Hie world might re- 
ceive some peripheral benefit. Hut this 
was nowhere near the benefit our 
country would reap from e.xpnsing. and 
thus creating the climate for correct- 
ing, the Incredible lapses of our (*ovort 
organizations in both effectiveness and 
adherence to the law. 

When the House voted to suppress 
the report. Schorr arranged to have n 
published in the Village Voice. VVp 
wfin’t attempt to unravel here the sec- 
ondary flap caused by Schorr’s effort 
to get the publication to pay for the 
report with a rharilahlc clnnalion h, 
the Heporters (.‘ommitice for Freedom 
of the lTes<i. Hui uc agree with Sdinrr 
on the fuiblicks right to know about the 
CIA fiascos. 

I he publication of the report 
hroughi down upon Sciinrr .s head the 
most disingenuous ouibim.^t of sancti- 


mony .seen since the pnlmle.st days of 
the Watergate cnvenip. Secretarv Kis. 
singer cried *‘.McCarth> l.^n”* and 
mourned for the nation's future: Prc.si- 
d(*nt Ford offered to put the FBI n( 
the dispo.sal of the Hoii.*!e until the 
perpcl I alors of truHi were brought to 
justice; a vast hraying went up that 
press leaks mii.st stop before our for- 
eign policy became paraly/cd. 

The act was going great until the un- 
timely disclosure that Kissinger's of- 
flee had been ladollnc out massive 
doses of classified rmilenal that lion- 
ized the Scciclary, page after page of 
confidential diplomatic convcr.sations. 

Thi.s wholesaling of secrets for no 
loftier cause than to puff up Kissinger 
caught the .secrecy huffs with their in- 
dignation down. There was no dispaic.h 
of !• R1 agents hy Ford, no pronuncia- 
mentos by Kissinger that diplomacy 
had been rendered impossible, no talk 
of hearings or prosecution or contempt 
action ns in the .Schorr case. 

Instead, there was a congenial hud- 
dle of veiernn Foggy Bottom leakers; 
and iheti Kis.'^inger aide Alfred Ather- 
ton, long noted fm* his meticulous ob- 
servance 01 Kf.»is in go !•’.«: orders, nbllg- 
ingly took the fall, There had been a 
“subslnntinl misunderstanding” of Kis- 
singer’s inslrucunns. said the State De- 
paiMnent, but the leakers were nmti. 
valed hy ’‘good intentions/’ Alhertnn 
was patted on the wrist with an off] 
cial reprimand and tlien invited to 
lunch with Secretary Kissinger and 
the Israeli Foreign Mini.stcr. 

Meanwhile, the House Klhics Com 
nmiee, after a decade of stal warily 


looking the other way to avoid investi- 
gating dozens of House mcmhcr.s pub- 
licly accused of bribe-taking, kick- 
backs. campaign fraud, conflicts of In- 
terest and abuses of government 
perks, suddenly rou.sed itself from its 
inrpor and asked for $3.30.000 to probe 
a crime it <-ould enthusia.sticnllv 
pursue: the smuggling to the American 
people of forbidden truths about hu- 
reaucratlc misbehavior and congres- 
sional laxity. 

FVrhap.s some good can he wrung 
from (he commiltee'.s new-found zeal 
for Investigation. While it is in the 
niood to investigate something and 
possessed of funds, staff and .subpoena 
power to dn it. we are prepared to of 
4 or the committee several cases of real 
violation.s of congressional ethics, each 
one guaranteed to merit a bona fide 
r>n»he In contrast to the current 
shabby iiarassment of a newsman 
The revixnl of the Hou.se Ethics 
Committee shows that it's not crimes 
apiiri.st the public but embarrassment 
of the government that provokes offi. 
rial ire. just as the Atherton charade 
again reveals the double standard.^ on 
the uses of classified information. Roth 
incKl^enls illustraie the d;mgcrmis 
mind-set of government, which laughs 
oH official ahusc.s of power while 
massing its armament against the 
proper chalicngc.s (hat freedom must 
make to pn'icnslons of sovereignty. It 
!-•* a mind .set (he people in the press 
must rc.'^lst In I his, mir bicentennial 
year, if we are to preserve our free- 
doms for another 200 yrnr.s. 

t: 1375. Uriifed Fejitur** Sjnrticatf. ino. 


